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Letter to the Editor Limerick: forever associated with five lines of rhyme or infamous for irrepressible carbapenemase-producing Enterobacteriaceae for all time?
Sir,
In the context of January's edition of this journal, focused on multidrug-resistant Gram-negative bacteria (MDRGNB) to coincide with publication of new Joint Working Party Recommendations on the prevention and control of MDRGNB, we wish to report the increasing prevalence of carbapenemase-producing Enterobacteriaceae (CPE) at our 440-bed hospital in Ireland's mid-west. 1, 2 The first reported case of CPE in Ireland was in Limerick in 2009, as was the first outbreak of cfr-mediated linezolid-resistant Staphylococcus epidermidis. 3, 4 We have now Of the associated carbapenemases, one was imipenem, three were oxacillin (OXA), 13
were New Delhi metallo-β-lactamase (NDM), and 123 were Klebsiella pneumoniae carbapenemase (KPC). During this period, two outbreaks occurred. In 2011, three out of nine patients affected by KPC-producers died, whereas in 2014 one out of 10 patients affected by NDM-producers died. Rectal swabs accounted for 74% (N = 103) of our CPE-positive results over this six-year period. This is in contrast to the outcome of an Irish prevalence study performed in 2011 across 40 Irish critical care units (37 adult and three paediatric), which found no CPE carriage. 5 However, as CPE was emerging as a global public health challenge at that time, those authors were prescient in recommending the importance of maintaining vigilance for CPE in Ireland.
Our current analysis has identified two fatal KPC bacteraemias, three intra-abdominal Limerick is known as Ireland's 'Treaty City' due to a Jacobite siege in 1691. We are developing a new siege mentality, and we believe that a national strategy for CPE, akin to that adopted in Israel, is urgently needed to avoid a country-wide replication of the Limerick CPE endemic. 
